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Study Title: Baseline evaluation of the number of nurses and midwives resident or working in the Republic of Ireland, who hold, are undertaking or who commenced and then discontinued a level 10 qualification; either a PhD or a Doctorate. 

[bookmark: _Hlk214881372]Thank you for considering participating in this research project. The purpose of this document is to explain to you what the study is about and what your participation would involve, to enable you to make an informed choice. 
Please only complete this survey if you hold, are currently undertaking or previously commenced and then discontinued a level 10 qualification; either a PhD or a Doctorate AND are a registered nurse or registered midwife, resident or working in the Republic of Ireland. If you studied for or are currently studying for your PhD or Doctorate outside of Ireland but are resident or working in the Republic of Ireland that is still of interest to us.

The purpose of this survey is to establish the numbers and areas of research focus of nursing and/or midwifery PhDs or Doctorates across the Republic of Ireland. This data will be used to inform planning for the achievement of recommendations 24 & 25 from the Expert Review Body on Nursing and Midwifery (ERB) report. Should you choose to participate, you will be asked to complete a survey questionnaire which will include items on the focus of your doctoral research, the source of funding (if any), dates of completion or reasons for non-completion, your current role and whether or not you have published this or other research. 

Participation in this study is completely voluntary. There is no obligation to participate, and should you choose to do so, you can refuse to answer specific questions or decide to withdraw from the study prior to completing the survey. All information you provide will be confidential and your anonymity will be protected throughout the study. In any reporting of this study, it will not be possible to identify details relating to any specific individual. You maintain the right to withdraw from the study at any stage up to the point of survey/data submission. At this point, your data will be collated with that of other participants and can no longer be retracted.
The anonymous data will be stored on a University College Cork supported cloud storage platform, specifically, as an excel file in the secure OneDrive folder of Professor Josephine Hegarty at the University College Cork School of Nursing and Midwifery.
The data will be stored for a minimum of ten years. During this time, if you consent to participate in this survey, your survey data may be used in related studies, with the same aim, in the future. Following this initial survey, a modified 2 yearly questionnaire is planned for the purpose of monitoring the future progress of the ERB recommendation achievements.  Further research on this topic, using this data, would have to be approved by a research ethics committee. 

The information you provide may contribute to research reports, publications and conference presentations. 
We do not anticipate any negative outcomes from participating in this study. If you have any concerns or queries, the following contact email is provided for questions: v.clarke@ucc.ie

This study has obtained ethical approval from the UCC Social Research Ethics Committee.

Consent to Participate
Please read the consent statements within Qualtrics; the online survey platform. If you agree to take part in this study, please indicate this by ticking the box at the beginning of the online survey. Links to the digital consent and survey are below:
https://ucc.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_2s08m4ZoeKpmgvA
[image: A qr code on a white background

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]
If you know others, resident or working in the Republic of Ireland, who are currently studying for or studied for a PhD or Doctorate - please share this information leaflet and survey link with them.    
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